PaiVAlE^_AND CONFIDENTIAL > 51st May, 1955 > 

TMDE3 niilOU C0NGHES3 GEfTEHAL COinfCIL . 
GERMAM SOCIAL DEMOCMTIG PM.ry , 
STATEMENT LtADE BY HERR. 3TAMPF&K > 

Possibly it would asked why the Germ^ia Social 
Democratic P&rty accepted defeat without a violent 
struggle* He h^d given much ttiongtit to this matter, 
and he was of the opinion tnat the German working class 
did not fight because they realised, tixat while they 
might have one broken gun^ the military had ten good 
gu^LS, Ihgt was the position in Germany at that time* 

BMt there were ways of fighting apart Irom the 
military way; there was the spirit mal way, the moral 
way - the way of the socialist. When the Social 
Democrats realised their defeat^ the^^ thought of nothing 
but how to prepare the working class to fightj and their 
first steps were tpwards this moral resistance* Future 
history would show qiolte clearly all those attempts to 
"begin a new moral fight against the Nazi system. In 
some parts of Germany the moral resistance had broken 
down^ but In other parts it was still being carried on* 
The German Social Democratic Party ha a negotiated with 
the Czechoslovakian Party in 1355 purpose of 

secATlng illegal literature for distribution In Germany. 

Then there was Otto Wels» statement In the Reichstag 
In 1933 j against the Emergency Laws of Hitler, That was 
the last declaration given In the German Parliament by 
the Party- Just before lels made his statement, one of 
the leaders In the Catholic Centre Party implored him 
not to make his statement, because he knew that if Wels 
carried out his intontion there would be a massacre* 

A month later, the Party Committee held a meeting, 
and Wels spoKe very vigorously against the attitude of 
ce3:'taln trade union leaders, who had already begBH to take 
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down the Red Flag, and hoist the Swastika In its place, 
Weia fought very strongly against that form of Gapitula- 
tlon. At this meeting a new Party Executive was elected 
for the sole purpose of taking up the fight against Hitler, 

On the Ist Biay, the Party marched uniier the Sv/astlka 
flag to the Templehof Aerodrome j but thia did not. save 
them J for on the following day the Trade Unions were selsed- 

The Executive then decided to send l&aders abroad in 
order to organise the work against the Nazis* Sln.ce that 
time orer two year a had elapsed, aiid during that time a 
very great work had been done by the Social Democratic 
Party in exile* There tiad been organised a new kind of work, 
which, in view of the difficulties and dangers which had to 
be faced, had perfornied miracles • Over 1,000 comradea were 
still In con c en tr at ion camps and prisons, and they were even 
yet being beaten in endeavours to get information from them. 
But they were standing firmly to their principles* Anyone 
who had not experienced these things could not possibly 
cone si ve v^hat actually was taking place. It was no less 
than a mlraclej that those people who did not take up arms 
against the Maais, still retained their opinions despite all 
the beatings and all the tortures to which they were subjected- 

The Social Detnocratie Party at Prague received reports 
from all parts of Germany. Some of the reports were con- 
tradictory, but they were all the same in one particular 
respect* They all stated that if it were possible the free 
organisations would exist again in Germany - the old Party 
members would st^d with the Party again. But there should 
be no llluaions - the p^ple who stood for the old ideas 
repreiiented only a small part of tha public- The greater 
part of the German people did not know of the present 
existence of the Social Democratic Party- That was part 
of the difficulty - the Party at Prague were suffering from 
a lack of publicity. The best way of enlightening the 
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Germx^ people would be by the whole world to speak of the 
Cei*!nan Social Decaocrats* The Nasls would then be obliged 
to fight against that Social Democracy, and threaten theiti 
with all kinds of terrible things. But the object would 
be achieved - the people would start to realise that thei'e 
was a German Social Democratic party in esiistencSj and 
that fenowledge would give th&m new hope. 

There was another point to be considered if one gave 
more publicity to the Social Democrat a and that was the 
question of European peace • There whs, of course. In 
all countrlea^ different opinions on the way to treat 
Hitler Gernmny* There were differences of opinion In 
this country, but he did not wish to offer any advice in 
that direction , The Movement in this country would know 
which policy was correct from the point of view of the 
British working- clr^ss. 

What he wanted to say quite frankly was how a German 
Social Democrat saw these points. It woiild not be denied 
that a great wrong was doiae to Germany after the war, and 
Germany had had to fight very hard against that wrong* 
The German Social Democratic Party had done everything to 
respect the Treaties, and in their difficult task they 
had had the support of their coittrades from other countries. 
But there were some very honest people in the world, and 
it looked to hitn as If some of these people wanted to make 
good the wrong which was done to the murdered by paying 
the debt to the murderer* 

It should never be forgotten that the face of Germany 
had been changed completely* One could understand that 
change only If one thought of the religious struggles of 
the Sixteenth Century, and not as human beings living in 
the Twentieth Century. 

The Na^is were quite a different type. They were 
not the people to sit round a table and talk things oirer 
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rationally; they had no hesitancy In killing their friends. 
If those friends proved to be In the way. Therefore the 
Kazls coiild not be regarded as one would regard ordinary 
people, but they should be treated according to their 
true colOTjjTS* For that reason It coula not be hoped 
that the peace of Europe would be saved by treating such 
people as ec^uals and extending to them equality^ 

Many people were of the opinion that the only way to 
save the threatened peace of Europe was by this raethod of 
extending equality to Germany, but the experience of those 
people who knew the Nazis showed that this was the wrong way^ 
and that the matter should, in fact, be approached froin the 
opposite direction* It should be aaici to the people who 
have power in Gertnany, that they are not regarded as equal 3, 
and thet the countries oT Europe are not prepared to be 
bullied by them, 

The foreign policy programme of hlLler clearly indicated 
that his desire was to separate England from Prance, and 
then take up a fight against Russia and France. People 
in this country who studied foreign questions knew that 
thlB hope was a vain hope, nevertheless, it must he 
realised that the people of Gerniany did not know that this 
was regarded as a vain hope, and the position in Gerniany 
to-day was very similar to that of the position in the 
early Sumier of 1914, The people In GerDoatty dreamed of 
strllclng a destructive blow against Prance with England 
reioatning aloof, 

A very short while ago a European statesman issued 
some very sharp words against two States. He §ald there 
was no possibility of co-operation with those two States, 
The statesinan was Hitler, and the States to which he 
referred were fiussia and Lithuania. The Geriaan Social 
Domoqratic Party wished that such statements could be 
made by France and England, but directed against Nazi 



- 5 - 



Germany, This would the only way to keep the peace qf 
Europe! this way of raoral offensive against the tyranny 
which Is no7( prevalent In Germany, 

The German Soci^il Democratic Party wer^ always In 
favour of the principle of non- intervention wltu the 
troubles of other States, bat there were times when inter- 
vention was necessary* The polley of non-interference at 
the moment was dangerous , in view of the present political 
situation In Cjerin^ny. It was Impossible to reconcile the 
internal policy and ths foreign policy of present dlsy 
Germany* One had only to think of a few points. For 
instance. Hitler in his for el pi policy preaches peace j hiit 
at the same time he fights with all his might against the 
paciflsti in Germajiy. It is the Hitler who a short while 
ago took the oath of allegiance to the const! tutloa of 
Germany* 

The German morals of to-day were that everything 
that was good for Germany was Justified- Germany Is Hitler, 
Goerlug, Goebbels^ and all the other figureheads , so that 
everything which is good for them is justified, and is good 
for Gemany. That is one of the reasons wl^f It was 
impoaslble to separate the question from foreign politics- 

The German Social Democratic Party liad always endeavoured 
to create a Germany which could live peacefully with England, 
Prance and all other countries, but this possibility had now 
collapsed, and there was only one way of beginning again. 
Without a solution of the Gerrnan problem, and with Gertjiany 
outside the pale of interniitlanril co-operation there could 
be no peace In Europe- The German Social Democratic Party 
appealed for the help of all those who wished to see a Germany 
co-operating with other nations in the pursuit of peace* | 

ItR* STfeVENSON said he understood It was proposed to ' 
puhllsh a News Service giving, in addition to other news, 
information on the activities of the Illegal movement in 

J 
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Geraany, and he would llice to ask wtiat were the possibilities 
of seeurliig mipport for ths.t puhlica tloti* 

MR^ STAMPFEfl said that the idea was to secure more 
put5llcity for the TOrk that was bslng done In Germany, 
Probably the Seririce would be piibllshed weekly , and would 
contain reports which they In Prague received from Gerimny. 
He was hoping for the support of the British Labour Movement 
in this venture i 

He 3aid that the fifty yearly subscriptions of one 
guinea^ mentioned by Mr.- Stevenson as being the probable 
support required from tils country j. would be hardly 
sufficient, 

MR^ CITRINE expressed the opinion that a weekly News 
Service was too oiueh and would be of little use to the 
movement In this country. Certain newspapers in this 
country gave very thorough and regular reports of events 
In Germ^iny, He recognised that the proposed fJews Service 
would contain iDore intimate items, but he thought that a 
monthly issue would serve th^ best purpose* He suggested 
that the information should be condensed and put into a 
form which would be useful to those requiring the Informa- 
tion for speeches. The British Labour Movement would 
probably be able to give financial assistance- 

MR. STAMP FEH pointed out that the lews Service was 
to be international, and he understood Denmark and Sweden 
preferred a weekly sheet. If a month.ly publication was 
desired In England It was possible that the four weekly 
sheets could be put together* Be also said that In the 
event of any one requiring "Speakers ^ Wotes" they had In 
Prague any amount of naterial which they would be glad to 
supply if they could be given some indication of the 
requirement s- 

Mfi, CITRIKE said he would like to ask a question w*. ffw 
policy as distinct from the .luestion of the organisation 



of B. News Service. Bid Comrade Stampfer think that If the 
British Government and tlie British Socialist lAoYement said 
to Hitler: ^V/e are going to have nothing to do with youj 
we do not respect your wiord; we have no confidence In what 
you say J we regard you to be a telllgerent who will fight 
as soon as you are strong enough to fight, and if you do 
fight you will be met by superior force"; this policy 
would have the effect on the German people of strengthening 
their support for Hitler's policy? 

MR. STAMPFIig, In his reply, said that he did not believe 
that this would be the only effect of such a declaration* 
ihere would, of coorsej be a great paychologlcal effect 
upon the people, and a great proportion of them would feel 
that Gerjuany was surrounded and that they would have to 
atand together. But the effect in the higher circles - 
people who really studied ^p f etgn foreign policy - would 
realise that the ^vwy which Hitler is creating is a very 
dangerous thing j that there was no hope for a victorious 
war, that the only result of a war woulrl be defeat* To-day 
a large part of the Geraian people believe in the success of 
German foreign policy^ but if the German people could be 
given to understand that that policy could only lead them 
to defeat J there would be no doubt that a definite change 
would be seen In the minds of the people, 

MR. CITRIHE said he did not wish to say anything con- 
cerning the facts which took place In Gerrnany Immediately 
prior to the advent of Hitler. He vjould not like to 
accept the portrayal which had Just been givm by Comrade 
Starnpferj he thought there were many things which could 
be 3ald on the other side. He recalled the deputation 
from Germany which asked the British Labour Slovement to 
refrain from criticising the Nazis. He did not, however, 
think it would be profitable to discuss the questions which 
arose at that time. There were those in this country who 
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were tn fayoiir of maMng absolutely no aoncessions whatever 
toHltler. i'here were also those who were In favour of tell- 
ing Hitler that force will be met by force, liajDr Attlee 
had 3a Id In the House of Commons that nothing would be con- 
ceded to the threats of Hitler which had been refused to 
the persuasion of Stresemann, Bruning and otherst 

The British Labour movement had joined la the boycott 
as a Joint body, but when they move from that point, when 
they were to decide whether th^ were against Germn 
^anetions^ when It came to deciding that there were to be 
no Gonge33ion3j then the position became very grave* The 
British Labour Itovement thought that there Is a grave danger 
of a European war. 

S TAMPFER said that concerning the question of the 
delegation to foreign coijntries at the beginning of the TTasi 
regime, the idea was not one of capitulation* Many foreign 
papers at that time were not content with printing true 
stories, but were also reportiJig many things which were 
really stupid. As an instance, he mentioned the fact that 
one Dutch paper bad reported that a Jewish Rabbi had been 
killed, ani that his corpse had been left lying in the 
street for maiiy days. Goering had Intimated that the 
Social Democratic Press would not be allowed to publish 
again if the^se exaggerated stories were not stopped* 
Hence, the objet^t of the deputation was to endeavour to 
secure that foreign papers should confine their reports to the 
truth. The delegation had no instructions whatever to ask 
the foreign press not to fight against Hi tier; their instruc- 
tions were merely to ask the Press to discriminate between 
the true stories and exaggerated stories. They had. In 
fact, asked the Press not to refrain from their strong 
fight against the Hitler regime, but only to refrain from 
printing those stupid stories- It was possible, of course, 
that certain delegates had exceeded their Instructions and 
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gone too far* 

MR > WILLIAMS 3ald the policy of the Social Decaocpatlc; 
party liad always been one of non-la t er v on t ion in the internal 
affairs of other nations. It had been suggested that for 
the sake of peace there should now be an Interference in tha 
Internal affairs of Geriiiany* It seemed to hiai that the 
only way of ensuring the peace of Europe, and securing the 
removal of Hitler^ was by the late Allies marching into 
Germany and disarming the German people. Was that a policy 
which would he followed by the Ger^dan Social Party ? 

m* STAMPFER replied that it was not at all the opinion 
of the Social Demo era tie Party that there shoull be any 
military sanctions, or a preventative war- That could 
never be the desire of the Social Democratic Party* They 
only wanted moral pressure to be brought on Germany • 

UB^ GILLIES pointed out that it had been sail to him 
that Germany would go to war if she could j that it was not 
possible to understand all the talk about Russia; how 
could Germany make war against Russia ? Could Goaarade 
Stampfer ansvfer that ? 

Mfi, STAMPFER said it was not clear whether Hitler 
intended to go to 1/Var with Russia alone* It was very 
possible that, as outlined in "Me in Eampf'^he would ally 
himself with Poland against Russia • He (Stampfer) did not 
think that either Poland or Gerisany would be faithful to 
each other* It was possible that Germany, with Poland, 
would oiarch against Russia, and would eventually turn on 
Poland. 
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